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  Judicial review pre-action protocol letter: gatekeeping

	The Head of Legal Services
                      District Council / London  Borough of 
Our ref:   

[Date:                                 ]
Dear Sir,

Re: [name of client]
Application for accommodation under Part VII Housing Act 1996 

Further to previous correspondence in this matter, we now write to inform you that we are instructed to issue proceedings for judicial review. The details required by the Judicial Review Pre-action Protocol are as follows.
	

	
	


1. To:

The Head of Legal Services,



District Council


[address]
2. The claimant

[Client’s name and address]
3. Reference details

Please see section 7 below.
4. The details of the matter being challenged

The failure by the Council to provide suitable interim temporary accommodation for [name of client] and her children under the provisions of section 188 of the Housing Act 1996.
5. The issue

Please refer to [any previous correspondence].
Our client is statutorily homeless within the meaning of Part VII of the 1996 Act, in that at the present time she has no accommodation which it is reasonable for her to continue to occupy (s.175), nor does she have accommodation which is available for occupation by her and her son together (s.176).

Section 188(1) of the Act states:

“If the local authority have reason to believe that an applicant may be homeless, eligible for assistance, and have a priority need, they shall secure that accommodation is available for his occupation pending a decision on the duty (if any) owed to him under the following provisions of this Part.”

Our client made an application to the authority under Part VII in or about   [ date ]. No action has been taken to reach a decision on this application under section 184(3) of the Act or to provide suitable temporary accommodation under section 188(1).
6. The details of the action that the defendant is expected to take

To provide our client immediately with accommodation under the provisions of section 188(1) of the Act pending a decision on her application. Any accommodation provided must be suitable to her needs, and affordable by her (s.206).
7. The details of any interested parties

[Name and address of opponent and any other interested party]
8. The details of any information sought

As in paragraph 9 below.

9. The details of any documents that are considered relevant and necessary

A copy of the authority’s file relating to [client’s] application for rehousing.
10. The address for reply and service of court documents

 [Name, address, reference and contact details of solicitor or firm acting]

11. Proposed reply date

12.00 noon on    [date]

Yours faithfully 

cc Head of Housing Services
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