
	The Head of Legal Services

London Borough of 

VERY URGENT – BY FAX
	 

	Our ref:  
	Date:



Dear Sir/Madam,

Re:


Application for accommodation under Part VII Housing Act 1996

We act on behalf of 



in relation to their application to the Authority for accommodation under the homelessness provisions of the 1996 Act.

Our clients are presently homeless, and have spent the last four nights sleeping in a car. [Insert any further relevant details of the clients’ current circumstances.] They presented at your offices today, but it appears that they were informed that you were unable to assist them because [eg, they are considered not to have a local connection with the district of the Authority]. It is not clear to us whether the Authority regards itself as having taken a homelessness application or whether it is undertaking enquiries into our clients’ circumstances under s.184 of the Act.
It is clear, however, that the Authority has reason to believe that our clients are homeless, eligible for assistance and in priority need. As such, our clients are to be treated as having made an application for assistance under Part VII, whether or not a formal application has been “taken”. The Authority is therefore under a duty to make further enquiries under section 184 of the Act and to provide interim accommodation under section 188. Section 188(1) provides:

“If the local housing authority have reason to believe that an applicant may be homeless, eligible for assistance and have a priority need, they shall secure that accommodation is available for his occupation pending a decision as to the duty (if any) owed to him under the following provisions of this Part.” 

Para 6.5 of the Code of Guidance states as follows:

“If a housing authority has reason to believe that an applicant may be eligible for  

assistance, homeless and have a priority need, the authority will have an immediate duty under s.188 to ensure that suitable accommodation is available for the applicant [Code’s emphasis] (and his or her household) pending the completion of the authority’s inquiries and its decision as to what duty, if any, is owed to the applicant under Part 7 of the Act….Authorities are reminded that `having reason to believe’ is a lower test than `being satisfied’. “The threshold for the [interim duty to accommodate] is low, as the local authority only has to have a reason to believe that the applicant may [Code’s emphasis] be homeless, eligible for assistance and have a priority need.”

Para 7.3 of the Code states: “The threshold for the [interim duty to accommodate] is low, as the local authority only has to have a reason to believe that the applicant may [Code’s 

emphasis] be homeless, eligible for assistance and have a priority need.”

The Authority, in refusing to secure interim accommodation for our client, is in breach of its statutory duties.
Please confirm that our client will be accommodated from tonight pending the Authority’s conduct of its enquiries, failing which an application for an emergency injunction and for judicial review will be made to the duty judge of the Administrative Court without further notice. 

Because of the urgency of this matter, this letter fulfils the purposes of the Judicial Review Pre-action Protocol. 

Yours faithfully
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