Administrative Court Users Group – 23rd June
1. The meeting was chaired by May LJ. Collins J was not present.

2. The group is being convened by Simon Slidders, the Senior Legal Manager; Tel: 020 7947 7317; Fax: 0207 7947 6031; Email: simon.slidders@hmcourts-service.x.gsi.gov.uk
3. Collins J is currently reviewing CPR PD 54. David Watkinson submitted a response on behalf of HLPA on 2nd July. He has addressed the following issues:
(i) The need for a procedure to deal expeditiously with renewed application for interim relief where this is refused on the papers;

(ii) Provision should be made for a claimant to respond to a defendant’s AofS and Summary Grounds.

(iii) Provision to determine “costs only” applications on the papers;

(iv) The need for a realistic timetable for the filing of Skeleton Arguments.

4. May LJ spoke of the virtues of Regionalisation which commenced on 21st April. May LJ had visited the four centres at Cardiff, Birmingham, Manchester and Leeds. Beatson J had oversight of Cardiff and Bristol; Langstaff J of Machester and Leeds. The centres were staffed with lawyers and had access to the COINS Case Management System. 200 admin court cases had been issued in the regional centres over the past 2 months. Regionalisation was increasing access to justice. An example was given of 50 parents who attended a community school closure case in Liverpool. Cases were being heard in local courts in North Wales (from Cardiff, with a local judge HHJ Farmer); Preston, Liverpool (from Manchester), Nottingham (from Birmingham); Sheffield, Newcastle and Hull (from Leeds).
5. Sarah Nason, Maurice Sunkin and Duncan Hardy (Bangor University) are conducting a research project to evaluate the objectives of regionalistion, namely to “facilitate access to justice by enabling cases to be administered and determined in the most appropriate locations”.

6. On 11th January 2010, some 5,000 asylum and immigration cases will be transferred to the new First Tier and Upper Tribunal. The BIA has urged the Admin Court to retain the traditional jr jurisdiction, save for those relating to whether there has been a fresh claim. 

7. The MoJ has issued the following consultation papers of the consequent public funding changes:

(i) “Consultation on proposed amendments to civil legal aid in light of the implementation of the Tribunals, Courts and Enforcement Act 2007”: The paper details the changes the MoJ are proposing to make to the Secretary of State’s Authorisation on Tribunal Representation to account for the implementation of certain provision of the Tribunals, Courts and Enforcement Act 2007. This paper requires comments by 12th August 2009.
(ii) “Consultation on Funding Immigration and Asylum Legal Aid in the First Tier Tribunal and Upper Tribunal” The paper details the changes the MoJ are proposing to make to the Community Legal Service (Funding) Order 2008, the CLS (Financial) Regulation 200 and arrangements for funding legal aid in the First Tier Tribunal and Upper Tribunal. This paper requires comments by the 21st August 2009.

8. The Admin Court has had a blitz on outstanding cases. A large preponderance of cases are now heard within 12 months of permission, and 75% in less than 6 months. In 2002, 6257 applications for judicial review were issued, by 2008, this had increased to 12,614.
9. Questions were raised relating to:
(i) Claimants filing responses to AofS and D’s summary grounds: Defendants complained that this was not permitted. Claimants contended that it was appropriate in certain cases.
(ii) Defendants complained that deputies were more likely to grant permission. 
(iii) Defendants expressed concern that the date from which time ran for them to file their AofS was not always clear, particularly where there was a litigant in person.

(iv) Complaint was made that the BIA were not complying with agreed procedures on Removals when charter flights are used.

10. The next meeting will be held on 3rd November. I would welcome any issues which anyone would wish me to raise.
Robert Latham

8th August 2009
