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Sadly, this year saw the death of a most respected member of South Yorkshire Housing Law Group – Dave Allan, who was Chair this time last year.  No-one doubted his skill as an advocate for individuals but he also had a central role in the HLG and strongly believed in the idea of advisers working together for a common aim.

Dave died only a short while after actively working to save tenants from eviction.  SYHLG was well represented at his funeral and a donation to his memory was handed over to Weston Park Hospital where he told us he received excellent care.

He is greatly missed.

Since that time, the HLG has lumbered on, with a core of regular monthly meetings to share information and discuss current issues.  Meetings have been reasonably well attended but it’s of obvious concern that the number of agencies doing housing work has shrunk, especially amongst solicitors firms.  Those remaining are even more hard-pressed to cope with the increasing need for housing advice. 

The temptation of case-workers is always to bury themselves in their work, but let’s review what social policy action we have done over the year.

· We continued to monitor the operation of the duty scheme for emergency representation at the county court, through a sub-group.  It’s over 10 years since the HLG (stand up Michael Grayson) started arranging a duty rota.  With the recent decision to hand over full control to the Law Centre, as lead agency in the pilot contract with the LSC, it marks the passing of another phase.

· We responded to the Law Commission’s consultation paper on tenancy types.

· We responded to the consultation paper issued by the Court Service on court fees, with a new suggestion to scrap fees on applications to suspend warrants.  It’s pleasing that others (e.g. the Law Society) adopted these views, although the Court Service ultimately rejected them.

· We arranged training events on disrepair.  Others are intended to follow in the future.

· We discussed the council’s progress on the homelessness strategy.

· We continued to meet to discuss social policy issues and share ideas.

Thanks to all who have taken part in SYHLG activities over the year and especially those who have actively contributed to the support of the group.

Douglas Johnson

Chair

SYHLG
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