Hull Independent Housing Aid Centre (HIHAC) - NOTIFICATION OF AGM
 
IMPORTANT NOTICE  - please read this.
 
Please note our Annual General Meeting (AGM) will be at 4.00pm on Thursday 25th October 2007 at the Guildhall, Alfred Gelder Street, Hull, HU1 2AA.  There is no charge to attend the AGM
 
Further to the general and formal matters of the AGM, we intend to use this opportunity to consult with our members and other key stakeholders.  This is in regard to the impending introduction of a Community Legal Advice Centre (CLAC) in the City of Hull and a Community Legal Advice Network in the East Riding.
 
The necessary forms and reports for the AGM will be sent out separately.
 
If you are not aware of CLAC’s and CLAN’s then please read the attached “questions and answers”.  Further information can be found on the Legal Services Commission (LSC) website at http://www.legalservices.gov.uk/
 
I hope you are familiar with the activities of HIHAC.  However, to remind you, I have attached a reminder in “what we do”.
 
In essence, CLAC’s and CLAN’s will provide free, publicly-funded, face-to-face legal advice services to tackle civil justice / social welfare issues, hopefully from one easily accessible source.   
 
CLAC / N’s will be jointly funded by the Legal Services Commission (LSC) and the relevant local authority.   However, there will be only one single entity for the purpose of the contract with each CLAC or CLAN.  This may be a single agency or a partnership of several organisations.  Nonetheless, it is unlikely that any advice providing agency that is not part of any CLAC or CLAN, will in the future not receive funding from the LSC or Local Authority to provide those advice services.
 
There are inevitably in these types of circumstance, the positives and the negatives.
 
In brief, what we, HIHAC wish to consult on at the AGM is;
 
What are your views, as members or key stakeholders, on our current and any future constitution, particularly if we are to be part of a CLAC / N.  A copy of our current constitution is attached.
 
What are the risks involved and options available to HIHAC if we are, or are not, to be part of a CLAC / N?
 
What are the issues for our client group?
 
We currently provide a service across all four local authority area’s of the Humber sub region.  What will be the challenges if we are part of only one CLAC / N?
 
Are there any current or future conflicts of interest?
 
Who should we / should not partner with if we are to be part of a CLAC / N.
 
To open the debate, we hope to have short presentations from the Chief Officer from HIHAC, an adviser from HIHAC, as well as a lead officer from the LSC and Local Authority.
 
So that we have an idea on the numbers, please be kind enough to respond to Lynsey – Jo Tock at HIHAC on ljotock@hihac.karoo.co.uk  advising on how many from your organisation may attend.  .  Please also feel free to circulate further to other interested parties as you feel necessary.
 
If you wish to discus this matter further before the AGM, please telephone David Walker, our Chief Officer on 01482 329754 or e mail dwalker@hihac.karoo.co.uk.
 
Thank you.
 
Lynsey – Jo Tock

Trainee Legal Secretary

Think of the environment...please don't print this e-mail unless you really need to
Telephone: 01482 329591 Fax: 01482 227940

Hull Independent Housing Aid Centre (HIHAC) - Registered charity number 515418 
 

Housing Advice Centre / Solicitors’ office specialising in providing FREE advice on housing and homelessness.  Managing Solicitor: Nuriye Happold  

 
We are registered with Smart Change and you can view our profile on their website at www.smartchange.org.
The general public and particularly employees of registered organisations are encouraged to have a look on Smart Charge for volunteering and donation opportunities.  
Employees and members of the public can also set up payroll giving, online fundraising and/or volunteer their time.
 
This e-mail, and any attachment, is confidential. If you have received it in error, please delete it from your system, do not use or disclose the information in any way, and notify me immediately. The contents of this message may contain personal views which are not the views of HIHAC, unless specifically stated. 
Registered address: Hull Independent Housing Aid Centre (HIHAC), 60 Beverley Road, Hull, HU1 3YE
Virus Protection. 
Whilst every effort has been made to check for viruses in this e-mail and any attachments, HIHAC does not warrant that it is free of viruses. Recipients are strongly urged to ensure they have competent virus security software, and if in any doubt, can ask for a hard copy of the subject matter. 
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