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PRESS RELEASE
 Embargo Date: Thursday 1st February 2007

Contact: James Harrison 07946 633 162 or

      Vivien Gambling 07729 807 125  
THOUSANDS OF THE MOST VULNERABLE COULD BE LEFT WITHOUT LEGAL REPRESENTATION WARN HOUSING LAWYERS
Thousands of the most vulnerable people in society will be left without legal representation if the joint Legal Aid reform proposals by the Legal Services Commission and Department of Constitutional Affairs go ahead a survey of housing lawyers has warned. The survey of its members conducted by the Housing Law Practitioners' Association (HLPA) has found unprecedented levels of concern at the implication of the proposals.

87% of respondents said that they thought the proposals would threaten the quality of advice given to clients and 94% of respondents agreed that the most vulnerable clients could be left without legal representation as the proposals would create a disincentive to undertake complex cases or to assist the most vulnerable clients.

Vivien Gambling, Chair of HLPA said today:

“The proposals would undoubtedly lead to vulnerable people being unable to obtain good housing advice and representation. Specialist housing lawyers who have until now prioritised the most vulnerable clients will be forced to radically change their practice or give up altogether.”  
Notes to Editor

1. HLPA is an organisation of solicitors, barristers, advice workers, independent environmental health officers and others who work in the field of housing law.  Further information on HLPA can be found at www.hlpa.org.uk

2. The LSC/DCA proposals can be found at http://www.legalaidprocurementreview.gov.uk/publications.htm
3. A copy of the survey results and further details can be obtained by contacting James Harrison on 07946 633 162 or Vivien Gambling on 07729807125

4. A HLPA brief is attached to this press release on the proposed changes to legal aid.
